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The kingdom of heaven is liketreasure hidden in a field, which whena man found, he hid;and for joy over it went and sold allthat he had and bought that field.
Matthew 13:44

The kingdom of heaven is like a land-owner who went out early in the morning
to hire workers for his vineyard.

Now when he had agreed with the workers for apenny a day, he sent them into his vineyard.  Hewent out about the third, sixth, ninth and eleventhhour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace,and said to  them, �You also go work in the vine-yard, and whatever is right I will give you.� So theywent.
When evening had come, the owner of the vineyardsaid to his steward �Call the workers and give themtheir wages, beginning with the last to the first.� Andthey each received a penny. But when the first oneshired came, they thought that they would receivemore; but they likewise received a penny.
They complained against the landowner, saying,�These men have not worked as long as us, and youmade them equal to us who have worked all daylong!�
But he answered one of them and said, �Friend, Iam doing no wrong. Did you not agree with me fora penny? Take what is yours and go your way. I wishto give to this last man the same as to you.
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The eyes of the blind will be opened,and the ears of the deaf will beunstopped. Then the lame will leaplike a deer, and the tongue of thedumb sing.
Isaiah 35:5,6
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The kingdom of heaven is likea merchant seeking beautiful pearls,who, when he had found one pearl ofgreat price, went and sold all that hehad and bought it.
Matthew 13:45,46 Page 5

The kingdom of heaven will be liketen girls who took their oil lamps
and went out to meet the bridegroom.

Now, five of them were wise, and five were foolish.The foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them,but the wise took extra oil with their lamps.
While the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumberedand slept. And at midnight a cry was heard: �Behold,the bridegroom is coming, go out to meet him!�
Then the girls arose and trimmed their lamps. And thefoolish said to the wise, �Give us some of your oil, forour lamps are going out.� But the wise answered, say-ing �No, or there will not be enough for us and you;but go to those who sell and buy for yourselves.�
While they went to buy, the bridegroom came, andthose who were ready went in with him to the wed-ding; and the door was shut. Afterward the other girlscame also, saying, �Lord, Lord, open to us!� But heanswered and said, �Truly, I say unto you, I do notknow you.�
Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor thehour in which the Son of Man is coming.

Matthew 25:1-13
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What is the kingdom of God like?It is like a mustard seed, which a mantook and put in his garden; and itgrew and became a large tree, andthe birds of the air nested in itsbranches.
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�The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,the leopard shall lie downwith the young goat,the calf and the young lionand the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze;their young ones shall lie down together;and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

The nursing child shall playby the cobra�s hole, and the weaned childshall put his hand in the viper�s den.
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain.For the earth shall be fullof the knowledge of the LORDas the waters cover the sea.�

Isaiah 11:6-9
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The kingdom of heavenis like a man who sowedgood seed in his field.
But while men slept, his enemy came and  sowedtares among the wheat and went his way. Whenthe grain had sprouted and produced a crop, thenthe tares also appeared.
So the servants of the owner came and said tohim, �Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field?How then does it have tares?�
 He said to them, �An enemy has done this.�
The servants said to him, �Do you want us thento go and gather them up?�
But he said, �No, or while you gather up the taresyou will uproot the wheat with them. Let bothgrow together until harvest, and at the time ofharvest I will say to the reapers, �First gather to-gether the tares and bind them in bundles to burnthem, but gather the wheat into my barn.��
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The kingdom of heaven is like a drag-net that was cast into the sea andgathered some of every kind, which,when it was full, they drew to shore;and they sat down and gathered thegood into vessels,but threw the bad away.
Matthew 13:47,48


